A woman, aged 66, presents on her left thigh two ulcerated raised tumours, each about 1 in. in diameter, with a number of satellite nodules varying in size from a split pea to a tumour of the same size as the two which have ulcerated. The lesions are of a bluishmauve colour, are quite firm to the touch, and are not tender. The skin about them appears unaltered. The regional lymph glands are not palpable.
The lesions have been appear-ing over a period of five to six months, and have ulcerated within the last month. The patient was not aware that there was anything resembling a mole in that region before.
When I first saw the lesions, I thought a diagnosis of hypertrophic lichen planus was probable, though the patient complained of no irritation or other symptoms. She appears very well for her age. Wassermann reaction negative.
Biopsy of ulcerated lesion: Towards the outer edge the histological appearance is that of a cellular navus. There are columns of oval and soherical ntvus cells, showing an " alveolar" arrangement, and in places are some navus cell nests. They do not appear to be continuous with the epidermis. Towards the ulcerated area is a dense infiltration of apparently very similar oval and spherical cells, which in places appear to mingle with the basal layer of the epidermis. In many places the alveolar arrangement of the infiltrating cells is still to be seen. Although some pigment is present, it is not a marked feature.
The case appears to me to belong to the group of malignant melanomata, and the hListology suggests its navoid origin. Histological rePort on tissue removed on August 17, 1942: The epidermis exhibits a considerable degree of acanthosis, the proliferation being most marked in the interpapillary zone, the suprapapillary layer being relatively thin. The intercellular spaces -ire widened and show the presence of very numerous migrating lymphoid cells and APRIL-DERMAT. 1
